
Nomination of  

The Center for Penn State Student Entrepreneurship for the  

GCEC AWARD FOR EXCEPTIONAL ACTIVITIES IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP ACROSS 

DISCIPLINES 

  

This is to nominate The Center for Penn State Student Entrepreneurship at the Pennsylvania State 

University, for the GCEC award for exceptional activities in entrepreneurship across disciplines.  We 

understand that Penn State was recognized in 2006 with a GCEC award.  This nomination is for our 

Center and its programs established three years after that GCEC recognition. We received runner-

up recognition last year in Stockholm.    

  

1. Clearly state the activities purpose, strategic goals, objectives and 

intended target audience. 

 
The Center for Penn State Student Entrepreneurship (CPSSE) was created in 2009 for the purpose 

of broadening entrepreneurship teaching and learning across all disciplines and campuses. While 

entrepreneurship education was offered prior to 2009 in engineering and business, faculty and 

students in other disciplines desired easier access. The solution spearheaded by an enterprising 

inter-disciplinary team of professors was a new center, independent of any academic discipline and 

welcoming to all.   The Pennsylvania State University is one of the largest higher education 

institutions in the world with more than 100,000 students, 17,000 faculty members, 22 

undergraduate campuses and 275 baccalaureate programs. The undergraduates, 81,000 of total 

enrollment, are CPSSE’s target audience, no matter their major.  The goals are to provide 

• powerful pedagogies and state-of-the-art curriculum through an 18-20 credit minor and 

discipline specific electives to every one of Penn State’s 81,000 undergraduates,  

• a wide range of complementary co-curricular programs and 

• student access to Penn State’s rich entrepreneurship resources and eco-system of founders, 

inventors, makers, engaged alumni, and innovation-minded community members at 22 

Penn State campuses across the commonwealth. 

 

2. Explain how the center has leveraged strategic partners, resources 

and networks to develop a comprehensive program. 
 

Over the past 11 years, the CPPSE has built a network and organized resources and partnerships 

across 22 campuses and the communities in which Penn State operates across the commonwealth.  

The CPPSE is home to both an undergraduate 18 – 20 credit minor, the Inter-College Minor in 

Entrepreneurship & Innovation (ENTI) featuring 10 tracks and a host of co-curricular programs 

branded Lion LaunchPad. The center maintains an interdisciplinary faculty of more than 88 from 

three dozen departments, 9 colleges and 9 campuses.  It also partners closely with the Office of the 

President and Invent Penn State (http://invent.psu.edu), the President’s signature program that 

that fosters research, invention, IP creation and commercialization and hosts a network of Small 

Business Development Centers and 22 Innovation Hubs/accelerators spread across the 

http://invent.psu.edu/


commonwealth. Other elements and stakeholders in our network include engaged alumni-

entrepreneurs and other founders who teach and mentor, global programs/study abroad, diversity, 

equity and inclusion (DEI) specialists, librarians and the special collections they developed, student 

affairs/residence life, advising centers, the university’s IT and Artificial Intelligence units, IP and 

new venture law clinics, the career/internship centers, student clubs with an e-ship focus, 

development officers, local media, K-12 schools and recently, a restorative justice/returning citizen 

e-ship education initiative.  

 

3. Describe the multidisciplinary program and explain why the program is 

unique and/or innovative 
 

The three elements that allow us to achieve our goals and that make our interdisciplinary program 

unique and innovative are  

• the governance and funding structures,  

• the breadth of disciplinary tracks within the academic minor, and  

• the faculty drawn from dozens of disciplines.   

 

To assure the interdisciplinary mission, the CPSSE was endowed with a unique governance 

structure: It operates above the college structure and is directed by an inter-disciplinary team of 10 

faculty members from 9 colleges. It is funded through the provost. It is independent of any 

discipline or academic unit. It is the only such program at Penn State.  Academic deans and 

department heads are supportive, which makes it possible for CPPSE to “borrow” 88 faculty 

members from 9 colleges and 9 campuses. These professors are often experts in other disciplines, 

but many are or were entrepreneurs and all have developed entrepreneurship pedagogy expertise.  

We believe the breadth and depth of the entrepreneurship educator community is one of our key 

strengths. Moreover, it solves the problem of staffing and meeting demand from the thousands of 

Penn State students who wish to learn and grow in our programs. 

 

The centerpiece of the CPPSE’s program is the 18-20 credit Intercollege Minor in Entrepreneurship 

and Innovation (ENTI), http://enti.psu.edu.  It offers a core of 3 courses (9 credits) in 

entrepreneurial mindset, entrepreneurial leadership and new venture creation.  Students choose 

from 10 different tracks (called clusters) to offer deeper dives into a wide variety of markets and 

opportunities with their attendant skills, knowledge and social values.  The 10 tracks are Advocacy, 

Art, Bio-tech, Digital Innovation, Food/Bio-innovation, Hospitality, Media, Social Entrepreneurship, 

Engineering Technology and New Ventures (see Appendix for details).  

 

The co-curricular arm of the CPPSE is called Lion LaunchPad.  Its programs include a dorm and 

makerspace for student-entrepreneurs, access to competitions, hackathons, micro-grants, a 

network of mentors and subject experts, speakers, and seminars (See Appendix). 

 

The Center provides learning assessment, an annual faculty retreat and faculty development for 

instructors in any discipline who wish to teach center entrepreneurship courses or add a few 

innovation and entrepreneurship learning objectives to their existing classes.  The center is 

http://enti.psu.edu/


exploring community engagement opportunities including a service program in which students 

would be trained to teach entrepreneurial mindset in K-12 settings and another in which faculty 

would facilitate new venture creation workshops to returning citizens and veterans groups.   

 

 

4. Provide a list of three to five specific achievements and/or related 

outcomes, with a brief explanation, that illustrate the Center's impact. 

• Every one of Penn State’s 81,000 undergraduates has access to entrepreneurship education, no 

matter their major, GPA or campus location (of which there are 22 across the Commonwealth). 

This is no small logistics task. At our small campuses, all have access to a coordinated core of 9 

credits in entrepreneurship and more than half (about 42,000) have access to the full minor.  

o In the last four years, 8,500 students from 133 majors (of which there are 275) have 

enrolled in at least one Center course.  

o Enrollment grew rapidly since the founding of ENTI in 2013 to become the third largest 

minor at Penn State (of which there are 200) (see graph below). 

o Since the founding of the ENTI minor 8 years ago, 804 students have completed it (see 

graph below). 

• Each of the 10 tracks in the ENTI minor was founded by an entrepreneurial faculty member in 

her or his discipline.  This is highly unusual at a large bureaucratic institution. Our only criteria 

for creating a new track are that it must be open to students in any major, it must have a faculty 

member champion (not an administrator), and it must be distinct from the other tracks.  The 

tracks, called “clusters,” are Advocacy, Art, Bio-tech, Digital Innovation, Food/Bio-innovation, 

Hospitality, Media, Social Entrepreneurship, Engineering Technology and New Ventures.  It is 

common for a biology major to minor in ENTI-New Media, for a theatre major to take ENTI-New 

Ventures or a journalism major to do the ENTI-hospitality track.   

• The faculty leadership team that governs the ENTI minor and oversees curriculum and co-

curriculars are scholars from a wide range of disciplines including agriculture, journalism, 

hospitality, management, engineering, information sciences, biotechnology, communications 

and music.  Eight of the 10 scholars were or are entrepreneurs.  

• Lion LaunchPad, the Center’s brand for co-curricular programming, hosts both a dorm and a 

makerspace for student-entrepreneurs in any major. 

• The Center created a faculty-led study abroad course in international entrepreneurship 

leadership that took students from several majors to Israel in 2018 and 2019.  The Spring 2020 

program to Colombia was canceled, as were all PSU study abroad programs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Enrollment in ENTI Minor, by semester, Fall 2013 – Spring 2020 

 
 

Cumulative ENTI Minor Graduates Fall 2013 – Spring 2020  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Explain how this activity distinguishes the center from its peers. 
 

To the extent that we can compare our center to our GCEC peers, ours is clearly focused on 

undergraduate education.  Moreover, our prime mission is to make state-of-the-art 

entrepreneurship and innovation education available to all our 81,000 students across 22 

campuses.  We can achieve this mission thanks to our inter-disciplinary governance structure, 

funding source that assures independence, partnerships with university departments, community 

organizations, founders, alumni, our faculty body from dozens of disciplines, a curriculum featuring 

10 tracks, breadth and depth in our co-curricular opportunities and our recent re-commitment to 

diversity, equity and inclusion.   

  



Appendix  

 

Provide a center organizational chart to include faculty, staff, other 

personnel, and strategic partners from other disciplines. 

 
 

 

Include up to two (2) other items of your choice that best reflect the goals of 

the interdisciplinary program. 
 

Item #1: Advising Overview for Intercollege Minor in Entrepreneurship & Innovation (ENTI)   

Item #2: Information Flyer for Lion LaunchPad Special Living Option (Fall, 2019 version) 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 
 



 
 


