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Enterprise at Leeds

An entrepreneurial ecosystem

Curriculum

64 Modules across 5 Faculties

9 Programmes across 4 Faculties

Enterprise and Innovation Discovery Theme

Centre for Enterprise and Entrepreneurship Studies 

(CEES)

Spark

Startup support, Competitions, Incubation

Leeds Enterprise Educators Network

Enterprise Ambassadors

Advice, Involvement, Gifts

Helix

Societies, Space

Vice-Chancellor’s Office

Support and Recognition



Enterprise at Leeds
Within and Beyond the Curriculum

Curriculum Projects

Enterprising Alumni

Enterprise Ambassadors Mentoring

Spark Startup SupportEnterprise Societies



Engaging Alumni
Creating a Legacy

Sir Peter Thompson Dinner – 10 years of gifts for student 

startups and the enterprise ecosystem – now continued by 

Michael Collins

Adam Beaumont Award – recognizing students pursuing 

innovative projects and applying research in industry

Michael Beverley Fellowship – Creating economic and social 

value from research (PhD and Early-Career Research)

• Alumni engagement across the university for entrepreneurship and innovation

• 100 Alumni Donors to Student Startup

• University Advancement Team

• Spark and CEES – University Enterprise in partnership with Alumni



Engaging Alumni 
A virtuous circle

Over 15 years of Spark student businesses

• Mentoring, judging, specialist advising

• Investing in student needs, social impact, entrepreneurial ecosystem

Simon Darker, Think Pacific

James Gupta, Synap



Engaging Everyone 
Developing an ecosystem of partners

50 Enterprise Ambassadors – Alumni and Growth Small Businesses
• Mentoring, Guest Lectures, Judging, Panel Debates, Networking, Masterclasses

• University Recruitment/Supplier, Curriculum Adviser, Ambassador

• EA-to-EA contracts, advice, investment

• 11 gifts

Leeds Enterprise – For Life

Referrals → Enterprise Projects →  Internships → Spark Advisors → EAs

Becky Dam, Magpie Comms

Pete Mills, Crysp

Georgia Howard, Girls in Charge



Thank you!

Email:

rtunstall@leeds.ac.uk

mailto:rtunstall@leeds.ac.uk

